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COMMENTS

In response to the Public Notice in the captioned proceeding, the California Emergency
Management Agency (Cal EMA) hereby submits comments in support of the proposed
amendment of Part 97 of the Commission’s amateur radio service rules with respect to amateur
radio operations during government-sponsored emergency preparedness and disaster readiness
drills and tests.

The current interpretation of 47 C.F.R. section 97.113(a)(3) limits participation of individually
licensed amateurs in emergency preparations and hinders our ability to prepare for disasters.
California faces many threats that could render primary communication methods inoperable.
Amateur radio has proved critical in other disasters because amateur operations can reach a wide
variety of people, even when other communications systems are impaired. Utilizing the amateur
service increases our interoperability and continuity of operations because it transcends
jurisdictions.

To ensure the successful transmission of information in emergencies, it is crucial that amateur
radio operators be permitted to participate in disaster preparedness drills. Thus, Cal EMA agrees
with the conclusion that employee status should not preclude or prevent participation in
government-sponsored emergency and disaster tests and drills. Cal EMA also agrees that
extending authority to operate amateur stations during such drills will enhance emergency
preparedness and serve the public interest.

Sincerely,

Matthew R. Bettefihausen
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